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EDL SIGNS MAJOR CONTRACT EXTENSION WITH SOUTH32 AND ANNOUNCES
DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRALIA’S SECOND LARGEST SOLAR HYBRID POWER SYSTEM
WITH SUNSHIFT

Energy Developments Pty Ltd (EDL) today announced it has executed a 14-year extension of its
contract to supply electricity at South32’s Cannington silver, lead and zinc mine in North
Queensland.
As part of the contract extension, electricity from a new three-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic
(PV) facility will be integrated with EDL’s existing 40MW power station at the mine.
The solar PV facility will be the second largest installed at a remote mine in Australia and the first
in the country to be integrated with a gas-fired power station.
EDL Chief Executive Officer, James Harman, said the Cannington contract extension was a
testament to the company’s unwavering focus on service delivery and innovation.
“Energy Developments is a global leader in the provision of sustainable distributed energy
solutions in Australia and around the world,” he said.
“We are very pleased to build on and extend our relationship with South32 at Cannington.
“We have been providing electricity at Cannington since the mine commenced production in 1997
and this extension to 2032 will deliver long-term financial, operational and environmental benefits
to both companies.
“Energy Developments is proud to play a key role in reliably delivering safe, clean and efficient
energy to Australia’s mining sector and the provision of solar-generated electricity at Cannington
adds to our growing footprint in this vital area.”
Construction of the solar PV facility has commenced and it is expected to be fully operational in
the third quarter of 2018. It will be largely pre-fabricated to facilitate rapid construction and ease
of expansion. Once complete, the solar PV facility will cover an area equivalent to six football
fields.
The solar PV facility will be built and owned by SunSHIFT, which has created the world’s first prefabricated, modular and moveable solar plant for large-scale on-grid and off-grid electricity
generation.
SunSHIFT General Manager, Dr Will Rayward-Smith, said the company was delighted to be
working with EDL at South32’s Cannington mine.
“We have commercialised large-scale, modular and moveable solar PV technology to provide the
mining sector with access to low-cost renewable energy,” Dr Rayward-Smith said.
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“We encourage miners to take a low-risk path to hybridisation with a low-penetration solar PV
installation and, over time, consider expanding capacity and introducing energy storage.”
The success of the Cannington solar PV project will be bolstered by EDL’s experience delivering
renewable energy solutions in some of Australia’s most remote areas.
Most recently EDL completed the development of a landmark hybrid solar, wind, battery and
diesel project in the South Australian outback town of Coober Pedy.
The project was commissioned on 1 July 2017 and by September that year EDL had
demonstrated the project’s capability to supply 100% of the town’s electricity demand from
renewables. To date the longest continuous period utilising 100% renewable energy has been
42 hours.
Over the 20-year life of the project it is expected that at least 70% of Coober Pedy’s total
electricity consumption will be provided through renewable sources.
* ENDS *

About Energy Developments
EDL is a leading global generator of sustainable distributed energy. It owns and operates a
portfolio of almost 1,000MW of power generation facilities in Australia, North America and
Europe, in clean and remote energy.
The company is a market leader in its sectors, providing customers with safe, innovative and
reliable energy solutions for over 25 years. For more information on Energy Developments go to:
www.energydevelopments.com.au

About SunSHIFT
SunSHIFT provides modular and moveable turnkey solar microgrid solutions. SunSHIFT can be
used in on-grid and off-grid applications as a stand-alone system or integrated with other energy
sources and storage.
SunSHIFT has been developed and demonstrated with the support of the Australian Renewable
Energy Agency and technology partners SunPower and ABB. It is a subsidiary of Laing
O’Rourke, a global engineering and construction company specialising in prefabrication for
construction applications.
For more information about how SunSHIFT is enabling the next wave of off-grid solar users, visit
www.sunshift.com
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